Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SANAA 00471 241444Z 

53 

ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-10 

AID-05 NIC-01 /069W 

022352 

R 241430Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SANAA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5062 

CONFIDENTIAL SANAA 0471 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, ET 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER'S REQUEST FOR INFORMATION RE ERITREA 

1. DURING FEB 23 MEETING, FONMIN ASNAG ASKED IF I MIGHT 
PROVIDE HIM WITH ANY INFORMATIONOR UP-TO-DATE US 
ASSESSMENT RE ERITREAN SITUATION, ESPECIALLY CONCERNING MAKE-UP 
AND IDEALOGICAL TENDENCIES OF VARIOUS ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS INVOLVED IN CURRENT FIGHTING. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT SEVERAL ARAB STATES IN PARTICULAR SAUDI ARABIA MAY BE 
ALLOWING THEIR RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS TO OVERRIDE ANY REALISTIC 
ASSESSMENT OF WHAT MAY TURN OUT TO BE EXTREMIST MARXIST/LENINIST 
MOVEMENTS WHICH AFTER ACHIEVING INDEPENDENCE IN ERITREA WILL FALL 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF SOVIET UNION AND TEREBY BECOME IMMEDIATE 
THREATS BOTH TO YEMEN AND SAUDI ARABIA. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE BEING PROVIDED WITH APPROPRIATE INFORMATION 
WHICH I MIGHT CONVEY TO ASNAG. 
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